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Introduction

(a)
Poverty:  An Intractable Problem

To speak meaningfully about human rights in  the Caribbean we cannot but probe the causes of chronic poverty and the consequent disharmony and ill-will that emanates from it.   Furthermore, to fashion reasonable approaches to these contemplations they must be placed in a local as well as a global context to reveal  all factors involved.

In this regard it can be categorically stated that large segments of populations in both the developed and developing countries, struggle each day to enjoy qualities of life befitting civilized human beings. If US $2 per day is used as the poverty line, some two billion souls are considered trapped in this predicament with little hope of living worthwhile lives. This, at a time when the world’s economy has grown some 50 fold in the modern era. 

The plight of the poor is therefore not due to the unavailability of resources but rather to an unequal distribution of them.  There is abundant evidence to show that the world possesses enough capital, adequate savings, workable technologies and  reliable management,  to rid itself of widespread and persistent poverty. A synopsis of this is depicted on the first slide.  (Slide 1  -  Basic needs satisfaction calculations).  Jeffrey Sachs has estimated that it will take $US 135 to 195 billion per year, or 0.44 to 0.59 % of the rich world’s Gross National Product,  over some 10 years, to make substantial inroads  in the quest for poverty eradication.  Other workers such as Thomas Pogge have come to the same conclusion. 

It can therefore be said that chronic poverty is the manifestation of an unjust economic, political and social order that currently dominates the world.  Presently poverty has become very costly to the rich because the poor are left to their own caudal and oftentimes dislocating devices in meeting their pressing needs.  The world can no longer afford an aging, militarily strong and fearful self-centered rich,  juxtaposed to a relatively young, angry and increasingly audacious poor,   with 1 billion overfed and almost equal number chronically hungry.  In this volatile nexus, distress, violence and mayhem are always close to the surface. This has bred unparalleled arrogance and hubris among the privileged, and suspicion, envy and resentment among the poor.  Not an encouraging predisposition. 

Additionally, as highlighted on the next Slide (Slide 2  - Contributions to Global  Inequality)  the trickle-down economic market model, inconsiderate industrial property rights system, foreign investments catering to the rich, one-sided neo-classical trading patterns, and generally disingenuous global governance by a dwindling few, together with attendant excessive competition and wanton consumerism, have tended to contribute to, rather than solve poverty.  Moreover, the scattered gains that have been registered in a few favoured developing countries are being eroded by the emerging eventualities precipitated by rapid globalization controlled by the rich and powerful.

(b)
Failed Attempts at Poverty Reduction
Just plain economic growth and outmoded market strategies are clearly not the answer to poverty, as many countries have seen substantial economic growth and there has been free movement of goods and services with poverty being hardly touched.  This should not be surprising as in both domestic and international terms, the poor have very weak purchasing power, and the local markets on which they depend are quickly being eclipsed by globalization.  

Excessive greed and the worshiping of money have diverted attempts at tackling this problem. The creed of profits over people, today more than ever, breeds ignominy and a reckless humanity that has not been able to address the growing needs of underdevelopment that is quite prominent in most of the world’s nations.  To my mind, it is improbable for more than half of a species to be in such a parlous situation, without the rest,  that shares the same air, water, microbes and intelligence,  not be grievously affected by it. It is clear that the human race must find other motivators besides materialism and selfishness to make existence worthwhile,  ones that are less primordial and more attuned to morality, survival and happiness. 

All the resources, such as those distributed under international and special aid programs and which operate on the premise that poverty is a marginal issue, have failed.  At best, they have provided temporary respite while the vicious cycle of generational poverty, which has been decades in the making, persists.  

The next slide (Slide 3 – Key Impediments to Poverty Reduction) depicts the fact that for all the resources thrown at poverty, there is little progress registered because there is insufficient accountability, almost no signposts of success, little learning and no recourse for the poor and suffering to question the profligate waste and inherent corruption, which are common features of many poverty alleviation programs. These occurrences should not be unexpected because the right to socio-economic development for all is not uniformly accepted by the rich and influential nations, and many see these contemporary poverty reduction strategies as merely palliatives to keep a lid on the possible adverse reactions of the poor and disaffected.

It must also be said that sympathy, good will, philanthropy and other forms of benevolence, can at best provide temporary ease in situations of great need, but they cannot rid the world of mass poverty.  The funds and energies so applied, in many instances, could better be spent on more sustainable strategies.  

( c)
 A New Approach for the Permanent Removal of Poverty
Reduction and the eventual elimination of involuntary poverty and its accompanying causes, will therefore require more than mere attempts at rescuing the poor from squalor and disease, as important as these are to humane existence. To permanently remove the able bodied from the morass of poverty must go beyond the mere provision of basic needs, to enable them to fend for themselves and live lives that they deem suitable. Such attributes cannot be bestowed on them or bought for them, they have to be earned by individual work, difficult sacrifices and informed decisions.  Neither is it enough to just throw money at the problem. Poverty elimination must instead be a collaborative effort, with the poor integrally involved in the solutions to their own plight.  As shown on next slide  (Slide 4 – Ways of Tackling Poverty),   placing the poverty dilemma at the center of development initiatives is clearly the crucial twist in banishing the hapless calamity of millions.

Poverty, apart from being the most egregious ethical dilemma of our times, stifles social progress, destroys environments, spikes ill-will, creates havens for criminality and makes a mockery of religious sanctity, yet there is no question that the perfunctory attempts at poverty reduction over the last five decades have largely been unsuccessful and the price tag for failure quite large and grows daily.  What clearly is lacking is the moral fortitude, astute foresight, ethical disposition and political will to accept that food, primary health care, fuel, shelter and education are the bases of the right to life, the most basic of all human rights.  

Needless to say, there can be no global peace and harmony without justice, as evidenced in the conscientious containment of poverty and the reduction of the gulf between the rich and poor.  It should also be realized that the happiness we all seek is mistakenly measured by the material, but that contentment and peace, major elements of a happy life, thrive on the genuine relationships and the kindness we expect and show to others.  So to compute national progress solely by economic indicators is faulty. New more humane metrics are required.   The cost of this miscalculation is yet to be estimated, but superficially, it appears quite overwhelming,  granted the numerous sequels of poverty that are still quite lamentably prevalent within the poor as well as the rich societies.

Objective
Mr. Chairman, with this as a background, I intend to show that there are organic links between poverty and human rights.  Thereafter, I shall argue that the many past failures to reduce poverty evince the imperative of legal measures to finally overthrow this blot on human existence. This can be ensured when all individuals are provided with the basic necessities and reachable options to improve themselves and enhance their societies.

The logic which will govern this objective is that the tenets of human rights offer the best compass for ensuring that individuals reach their full potential, which is the obligation of genuine socio-economic development. This argument will be further expanded to show that such development is impossible without science and technology (S&T) and engineering, which are necessary to spark innovation and a wider spread of opportunities.  These factors will be shown to be vital tools in the fulfillment of basic needs, such as food, nutrition, education, housing and health, which are the first steps in addressing involuntary poverty.   Additionally, S&T will also be presented as the instruments to bring economic independence to the poor once their biological needs are met.  Nevertheless, the poor on their own volition cannot seize and properly apply those tools because they emerge from a variety of sources, and require levels of understanding and training to select, absorb and use them effectively.  This will be shown not to have occurred to any great extent because of the lack of legal and moral commitments to do so. 

The ultimate objective of this paper,  therefore,  is to show that these imperatives will not be met without a psychological and moral frame of reference to spur a spectrum of decidedly interlocking and reciprocal actions.  I submit that the best obligative influence is the acceptance of human rights for all by considering poverty a violation of human rights.        

Science – An Essential Component of Human Rights
There is now abundant evidence that science and its technologies are the most effective tools to expunge the ignorance of those outside the social mainstream, and perhaps more importantly, they are instruments to build the skills, confidence and dignity to exist in a knowledge led world.

For the poor to influence government and governance enough to have society acknowledge their potential, they must democratically participate in the affairs of their societies.  However, informed democratic participation is all but impossible without confident scientific thinking and astute technological assessment.  For the poor to discontinue being at the mercy of others, they must be reliably informed and seek opportunities to build on this awareness.  Science and technology are therefore vital correlates for the poor to participate in the decision making process of their societies.  Despite the proven power of science, technology and engineering to reduce the poverty in all the countries that have reached developed status, these factors are yet to be similarly used in the developing ones.  A major reason for this is that some 90% of the world’s research and development (R&D) is targeted at the rich.

To allow S&T to elevate the lives of the poor,  it must be understood that this will take a lot of savvy and learning, as poverty is a complex conundrum with features specific to different environments. Such knowledge must emerge from a balance of factors inside and outside poverty to ensure that issues are sufficiently clarified to provide lasting solutions and knowledge to prevent poverty from taking strong foot-holds again. 

One of the most actionable of human rights therefore is to link those on the margins of society with the scientific and technological infrastructure that can provide badly needed and timely remedial methods as demonstrated on the next Slide (slide 5 – Science an Essential Component of Human Rights). This is touted because human rights connote moral and interrelated claims that are riveted in the inalienable and inherent dignity of being human. Being human means access to, and facility with, technologies and their many opportunities, gadgets and outlooks.  This has been so since the dawn of man’s history and what have separated men from beasts. Consequently, to live safely and effectively today means the poor must understand and deal with the many products and services with high scientific content that constitute everyday life.  

Science must therefore be seen as a public good of survival value, therefore the participation of the poor in this endeavor, must be viewed as a fundamental human right.  Accordingly, science must be restored to the intent perceived when it was born over three centuries ago, “that of removing man from his brutish existence.” 

It must however be accepted that S&T alone, although vitally important to socio-economic development, cannot banish poverty from the human race. Other changes in society,  such as those in operational concepts, institutional relationships and measures of success, are as important.  These are underpinned by values and attitudes.   Fortunately, awareness and guide that embrace all the elements of a true humanity are seen in the Declaration of Human Rights.   Human rights conventions speak to reduction strategies that move beyond the notion of rapidly unfolding verifiable information, to empower the poor with self-propelling knowledge of themselves, their value as human beings and their full and unencumbered membership in the human family.  

One of the perplexing costs to society has come unexpectedly from the rapid pace of scientific and technological developments. Although the poor are normally cut off from the largess of technological progress, the information and communication boom has connected them to information about the existence of technological methods and their utility to solve everyday problems and satisfy ambitions. They have accordingly ingeniously found ways to use modern technology to satisfy their  outstanding needs.   Unfortunately, many of these applications have become detrimental to the environment and social order, such as the use of toxic chemicals in fishing, discarded bottle stoppers to illegally make bullets, metal and wood wastes to fashion guns and other weapons and household chemicals to create explosives.  

Contrastingly, the endless wars for turf and power, among the many gangs that have emerged in neglected communities, colloquially called garrisons, such as those in Jamaica, is a direct result of the idleness and aimlessness of many young men who have lost hope and are devoid of a moral compass or worthwhile occupations because of demeaning socialization, lack of care and love.  It is, therefore, counter productive to skimp on resources to build adequate schools and vocational institutions that are needed for the fullest expression of potential and talent in poor communities.  Clearly, the costs for these types of eventualities are very high when measured in economic terms, but the cost is even higher if they are calculated in wasted lives, human anguish, turmoil and violence.
Freedom and Democracy Imperatives for Progress 

Over 60 years ago, President Roosevelt of the United States of America said “necessitous men are not free men”.  He emphasized that economic rights, including food, clothing, housing, health, education and employment, were fundamental to human dignity, and must be accepted without equivocation.  Today, with instantaneous communication, it is even more manifest that poverty is antithetical to freedom, and without freedom there cannot be  real democracy, and without democracy,  individuals become estranged from their societies, leading to a host of social indiscretions, disorder and violence, as well as the loss of the creative energies of many.  This is summarised on the next slide (Slide 6  -  Freedom and Democracy Imperatives for Progress)

Without the eradication of poverty, deeper, more uplifting and meaningful democracies are impossibilities.  Social and political power must therefore be shifted closer to the points of grievous need to benefit those who pine for recognition and inclusion  to achieve a better quality of life.  Actions to pave a direct path to the eradication of poverty must become the accepted norm and the amplitude against which the humanity of countries are judged.

Additionally,  S&T and the knowledge they generate, instead of reducing poverty have been one of the main sources of creating it.  They have allowed a few to control the world’s businesses, industries, agriculture and trade.  The basis for this control is the investment in infrastructures to conduct R&D, occasioning rapid advancement of science, technology and engineering, which are harnessed to propel entrepreneurial activities. The control of S&T consequently has led to a few dominating the destiny of many.  

Honouring of Human Rights

The responsibility of the state is to create the democratic and open conditions for the poor to realize their human rights and pursue long overdue development.  However, the state cannot actualize development.  This is the responsibility of individuals and groups who must seize the opportunities provided by the state.  But the state will not display the required commitment, patience and sensitivity to discharge its responsibilities unless it addresses the honouring of the international agreements and responsibilities set out in the Declaration of Human Rights.  In so doing, the eradication of poverty will be built on the foundations of human rights, as prescribed in the power of law, as was slavery, colonialism and apartheid.  Past failures to alleviate poverty have shown that radical changes are necessary and that this will not willingly emerge from existing dominant structures without additional pressures grounded in wisdom and empirism, which are embodied in the tenets of human rights.  The most influential of which resides in the potency of the law.

Costs for the Violation of Human Rights in the Caribbean 
The costs for the violation of human rights can be seen in many sectors in the Caribbean.   I will briefly mention a few that are displayed on the last slide (Slide 7 – Costs for the violation of Human Rights)  The legacy of the continued violation of human rights in the Caribbean is persistent underdevelopment.  Jamaica as an example is literally at war with itself because of human rights deficits.  The recent social and economic costs are calculated in this country to be at least 7% of its annual economic output in 2007.     

Much effort, time and lives are spent in confrontations between the poor and the rest of society.  So much so that in Jamaica a new religion, Rastafarianism, has emerged with an anti establishment rallying point.  Interestingly,  this rejection of civic norms has led to a cultural resurgence to fill a social vacuum displayed in rebellious music, art, drama and lifestyles, which have taken the rest of the world by storm.  A clear manifestation of the creativeness of the poor.  Akin to these happenings in Jamaica, the coup in Grenada and subsequent 1983 war involving the United States of America, and the attempted overthrow of the Trinidadian government by Moslems, all have their origins in the mal - distribution of human rights.  The costs for these events are high in monetary terms, instability and loss of life. 

In most of the islands of the Caribbean, class and colour still determine in large measure how human rights are apportioned.  In small island circumstances, where population density bring the rich and poor in close contact, relative poverty causes much resentment, especially in the face of overt ostentatiousness.  This is manifested in rural hardships that have spurred  urban poverty,  as many in the rural areas seek better lives in towns.  Rural poverty has profound etiologies in a plantocracy, with large tracks of arable land owned and operated by the elite,  and the less arable lands and hillsides left to an illiterate hard working peasantry.  So although agriculture, if properly managed has much to offer, many of the children of the old, poor farmers, have resolutely decline to seek their fortunes in this sector.          

 (a) 
Agricultural Decline

Agricultural production and productivity have remained low as the technology offered these farmers remain static, the soil overworked and varieties in need of upgrading to meet changing climates and circumstances.   Instead of applying modern science to the rich biodiversity and fertile soils, many Caribbean leaders have gravitated to tourism as their economic lifeline.  This has created new forms of resentment, sycophancy and open resistance, quite obvious in tourist harassment and the disdain for the working conditions of the ordinary hotel workers and their lack of decent housing in the face of much opulence.  The low paying jobs in this sector just barely keep poverty at bay, but do not satisfy the creative genius of the poor majority.    

This scenario has created food and social insecurity, fueled by praedial larceny, lawlessness, crudeness and violence.  

(b) 
Education Deficits 
Without education no country can sustainably develop.  During the colonial era many of the Caribbean islands were provided with just enough education and vocational training to keep the civil service bureaucracy going.  The islands were bereft of skills for development, especially those for technological application and engineering.  Primary production was the objective to provide raw materials for the metropole.  Essentially, there was little instruction to produce socially responsible citizens.  Critical thinking was not encouraged. After emancipation, the islands were left with a legacy of educational stratification which still hinders development today.  Many students graduate from high school  barely able to read, and the 10% or less, given a tertiary education, still find it difficult to fit into the world of local work.  At the same time, the archaic structures of society were unable to absorb the few that are qualified.    So economies literally stagnate, providing little hope for those without the right socio-political connections and patronage in the formal sector.  

(c) 
Basis Needs Shortfalls
The great tragedy of the inability to satisfy basic needs, is that its ill-effects are passed on to subsequent generations with dire consequences for those who are denied and those who are their neighbours, or share the planet with them.  

As important as the biophysical needs of all human are, to live without dignity is one of the most damning features of poverty.  Without self worth no human can function properly.  Those whose life means little to them are inclined to treat all other lives similarly.  A man who has lost his self-respect, looses the will to work and then to live, the most fundamental of all human rights.  

(d) 
Clamours for Justice

Since emancipation from slavery,  the cry for justice can be loudly heard all over the Caribbean.  In Jamaica this is a daily occurrence.  When Jamaicans first became free to express themselves, their first refrain was for laws and legal systems to protect their rights.  Most of the social upheavals on the island have been due to the quest for justice, from the 1938 labour riots to the 1999 gas riots.  On each of the occasions when the majority had to show their anger to gain their rights, millions of dollars of property and lives were lost.  Poor people now block highways, burn tyres and attack public vehicles almost routinely for better roads, running water and workable waste disposal.  The disruptions and associated costs for these episodes clearly must now begin to outstrip the expenses for satisfying these legitimate requests of citizens.  

In many jurisdictions of the region,  the justice system has not kept pace with the number of cases for adjudication.    This has led to large backlogs of cases and inordinate delays in the dispensing of justice.  Those without the resources to effectively use the system are placed at tremendous disadvantage, and as the saying goes, “justice delayed is justice denied”.   This has had major effects on both the poor and the police.  The poor realizing that they will most probably obtain little justice from the present system, often take matters in their own hands and dispense a sort of jungle justice.  Likewise, knowing that serious offenders will most likely not be convicted because of the inadequate state of collecting and presenting evidence and the fear of witnesses to cooperate, the police are also prone to take matters into their own hands and become judge and jury.  The result is a large number of extra judicial killings.  

CONCLUSION

Evidence provided in this discussion piece speaks overwhelmingly to the highly detrimental effects of neglecting human rights and the poverty it spawns.  This cost is estimated in economic terms to be intolerably large, but the total cost is much higher when measured in disharmony, pain, sorrow and suppression of talent.  Since scientific knowledge and technological applications are the main constituents that have afforded man his exalted place in nature, and since these tools are responsible for the contentious rich and poor divide, it is logical that access to, and involvement with S&T, must be accepted as integral elements of human rights.  Also, since the tendency is to ignore the poor or blame them for their condition, poverty and its escalating costs will not be tackled with commitment and dispatch unless it is seen as a human right violation subjected to the rule of law as were slavery, colonialism and apartheid.  To establish a platform for change, it is worthwhile to reiterate that to conquer poverty, it must be placed at the centre of development efforts by accepting the inalienable value of all men.

Giving poverty the attention it deserves will require modifications at the 
Government, S & T and civil society levels.  Government must install the policy and regulatory foundations to forcefully tackle this problem.  While the S & T fraternity must be induced to call their work into the service of poverty reduction.  This will demand closer institutional relationships, extensive networking and learning on all sides.  Shifts in the dominant values and attitudes of society toward a more witful approach to the poor will provide an accommodating environment for all stakeholders to fashion rational responses.  Needless to say, the poor must be given a greater democratic say in what govern their lives.  In considering these changes,  it is instructive for international bodies such as UNESCO to assist with the sharing of good practices and ideas that have worked elsewhere.

An immediate strategy toward these ends is to train and call more graduates and researchers into the quest for poverty eradication.  This will not only help with the employment of graduates, which is  currently a major S & T dilemma, but also will provide new skills and information to curtail injustice.  
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